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1
DRAG DETERMINING APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an apparatus for
determining the effect of the configuration or topogra-
phy of an outer surface on the drag of an object in a
fluid and, in particular, to an apparatus and method used
to determine the effect of surfaces having riblets and
other small surface irregularities on the drag of an ob-
ject in couette flow.

A reduction in the drag caused by the outer surface of
an object can affect both the speed and direction of an
object moving through a fluid. More specifically, the
drag reducing effects of the outer surface of an object
moving through a fluid, or the inner surface of an object
through which a fluid moves, can be significant. Such
drag reducing effects can have practical applications
ranging from more efficient fluid flow in pipes to im-
proving the performance of racing yachts.

A surface of parallel, elongated riblets has been
shown to produce drag reductions in pipes and on flat
plates, when the riblets meet certain specifications. It is
desired to determine whether a riblet surface also re-
duces the drag of an object in couette flow, and to
compare the results of different riblet profiler and other
surface topographies.

To determine the extent to which riblet and other
surfaces can reduce the drag of an object in couette
flow, a method and testing apparatus is needed. The
method and testing apparatus must enable the accurate
comparison of the drag reduction of each surface tested.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an apparatus and
method for determining the effect of the configuration
of an outer surface on the drag of an object in a fluid
moving relative to the object. The apparatus comprises
a housing having a fluid filled chamber, a block, a
torquemeter and a variable speed motor for moving the
housing and the block relative to each other. The block
supports a layer of material having an outer surface
configuration to be tested.

The housing has a containment wall, a base wall
covering a first end of the containment wall and a con-
tainment cap removably attached to a second end of the
containment wall. A drive shaft extends from a motor
and is attached to the base wall so that the motor can
rotate the housing.

The block is suspended inside the housing by a sus-
pending rod which extends from a first end of the block

through an opening in the containment cap. The sus--

pending rod is connected to the torquemeter through a
universal joint.

The method of the present invention first involves
attaching a layer of material having the test surface
applied as shown to the block and the inner surface of
the containment wall. A space between the block and
the containment wall is then filled with a fluid, which is
usually a liquid such as water. The motor is then driven
so that the drive shaft rotates the housing, moving the
containment wall relative to the block.

When the housing rotates, the water will exert a drag
on the block creating a torque on the block. The magni-
tude of this torque is measured by the torquemeter.
During operation, a sensor measures the rate of rotation
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2
of the housing and a temperature probe may be used to
monitor the temperature of the water.

If desired, the block can be rotated instead of the
housing. In addition, various spacings between the
housing and the block may be utilized for liquids having
different viscosities.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of the apparatus
of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of a housing of the appara-
tus of the present invention showing a surface of an
inner block;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged sectional view of a portion of
the apparatus of the present invention which is circled
in FIG. 2; and

FIG. 4 is a sectional view of the apparatus of the
present invention taken along the line 4—4 of FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

A schematic representation of the drag determining
apparatus 10 of the present invention is shown in FIG.
1. The apparatus 10 comprises a housing 12, an inner
block or support 14 suspended inside the housing 12, a
variable speed motor 15 for rotating the housing 12 and
a torquemeter 16 supporting and restraining rotation of
the inner block 14. A drive shaft 18 extends from the
motor 15 and is connected to the housing 12. A first
layer of material 19 having a surface 20 with a riblet
configuration is attached to the inner block 14 and a
second layer of material 21 having a surface 22 with a
riblet configuration is attached to the inner surface of
the housing 12.

The housing 12 is shown in more detail in FIG. 2 and
has the general shape of a hollow cylinder having a
cylindrical containment wall 23 and a disc-shaped base
wall 24. A removable disc-shaped containment cap 26
covers an upper end of the housing 12. The base wall 24
is integral with a first end 28 of the containment wall 23
so as to form a Watertight seal while the containment
cap 26 is attached to a second end 30 of the containment
wall 23. The containment wall 23 has the same diameter
as both the base wall 24 and the containment cap 26 so
that both a base wall outer edge 32 and a containment
cap outer edge 34 are flush with an outer surface 36 of
the containment wall 23. The housing 12 is filled with a
fluid such as water to a level 38.

The inner block 14 has a generally cylindrical shape
and is suspended inside the housing 12 by a suspending
rod 40 which extends from the center of a first end 42 of
the inner block 14. The inner block 14 is concentric
with the containment wall 23 so as to form an annular
space 44, shown in FIG. 4, between the inner block 14
and the containment wall 23. A first end space 46 sepa-
rates the first end 42 of the inner block 14 and a facing
surface 48 of the containment cap 26. A second end
space 50 separates a second end 52 of the inner block 14
and a facing surface 54 of the base wall 24. A tempera-
ture probe 56 is shown mounted on the inner block 14 to
measure the temperature of the water contained in the
housing 12.

The containment cap 26 has a circular opening 58 at
its center through which the suspending rod 40 is in-
serted such that the suspending rod 40 does not come
into contact with the containment cap 26. The contain-
ment cap 26 has four holes 60 equally spaced around the
cap 26. A screw 62 is inserted through each hole 60 and
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into a corresponding one of four threaded holes 64 in
the second end 30 of the containment wall 23. The
containment cap 26 is thus attached to the second end
30 of the containment wall 23 so as to form a watertight
seal.

A first half 66 of a self-centering universal joint 68 is
attached to an end 70 of the suspending rod 40 furthest
from the inner block 14 while a second half 72 of the
universal joint 68 is connected to the torquemeter 16.
Any torque exerted on the inner block 14 is transmitted
through the suspending rod 40 and the universal joint
6B to the torquemeter 16. The torquemeter 16, which is
anchored to a side support 74, measures the magnitude
of the torque and sends the measurement to a recording
device 76. The measurement can also be sent to a visual
display, processing circuit, or other known devices.

The drive shaft 18 extends from the motor 15,
through a circular opening 79 in a motor housing 80,
and is attached to the center of the base wall 24. The
drive shaft 18 is rotated by the motor 15 when the
motor 15 is running. The drive shaft 18, when rotated
by the motor 18, will rotate the base wall 24 and there-
fore the housing 12. A disc 82 having a magnet at its
periphery is mounted on the drive shaft 18 and a sensor
83 senses each passage of the magnet to monitor the
speed of the drive shaft 18, which is the same as that of
the housing 12. The drive shaft 18 can also be connected
to the motor 15 through the use of belts, gears and other
known drives.

The first layer of material 19 and the second layer of
material 21 are shown in detail in FIG. 3. The surfaces
20,22 as shown comprise a series of parallel, elongated
riblets 84 that form shallow triangular grooves 86 be-
tween them. Although layers of material having a riblet
surface configuration are shown, layers having other
surface configurations or topographies can be used.

The first layer of material 19 has the general periph-
. eral shape of a parallelogram and is of size to cover a
cylindrical surface 88 of the inner block 14 without
overlap of the ends of the first layer 19. The first layer
19 is attached or adhered to the inner block 14 so that
the riblets 84 encircle the inner block 14 and each riblet
84 lies on a plane perpendicular to the longitudinal axis
of the inner block 14. A first seam 90 is formed where
the ends of the first layer 19 meet and extends diago-
nally along the cylindrical surface 88 of the inner block
14.

The second layer of material 21 has the same periph-
eral shape as the first layer 19 and is of size to cover an
inner surface 92 of the containment wall 23. The mate-
rial layer 21 is attached or adhered to the containment
wall 23 so that the riblets 84 encircle the containment
wall 23 and each riblet 84 lies on a plane perpendicular
to the longitudinal axis of the containment wall 23. A
second seam 94 is formed where the ends of the second
layer 21 meet and extends diagonally along the inner
surface 92 of the containment wall 23 in a spiral direc-
tion opposite that of the first seam 90. Both the first
layer 19 and the second layer 21 are attached using a
suitable adhesive.

In operation, the first layer of material 19 is attached
to the cylindrical surface 88 of the inner block 14. The
first layer 19 is positioned such that the opposite ends of
each riblet 84 on surface 20 are aligned and the first
seam 90 extends diagonally from the first end 42 of the
inner block 14 to the second end 52 of the inner block
14. The second layer 21 is then attached to the inner
surface 92 of the containment wall 23 such that the
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opposite ends of each riblet 84 on surface 22 are aligned
and the second seam 94 extends diagonally from the
first end 28 of the containment wall 23 to the second end
30 of the containment wall 23.

The housing 12 is filled with water until the annular
space 44 between the inner block 14 and the contain-
ment wall 23 is completely filled. The motor 15 is then
driven at a desired speed and rotates the drive shaft 18
which rotates the housing 12. The second layer of mate-
rial 21 is thus put in motion with respect to the first
layer of material 19.

The rotation of the housing 12 creates a couette flow
in the water. This movement of the water exerts a drag
force on the inner block 14 and creates a measurable
torque tending to rotate the inner block 14 which is
transmitted through the suspending rod 40 and the uni-
versal joint 68 to the torquemeter 16. The magnitude of
this torque is then measured by the torquemeter 16. The
diagonal orientations of the first seam 90 and the second
seam 94 prevent them from causing an aberration in the
magnitude of the torque each time the second seam 94
passes the first seam 90.

The drag reducing effect of the surfaces 20,22 is de-
termined by comparing the magnitude of the torque
exerted on the inner block 14 with the torque exerted on
the inner block 14 when layers of material having sur-
faces with smooth configurations are attached to the
inner block 14 and the containment wall 23. The layers
having smooth surface configurations are made of the
same material, have the same shape and are attached in
the same manner as the first layer 19 and the second
layer 21 to assure that all conditions, other than the
surface configurations, are equal. The same method can
be used to determine the effect on drag of other surface
configurations.

The first layer of material 19 and the second layer of
material 21 may be fabricated from a variety of materi-
als including synthetic materials made by 3M Company.
These and other materials may absorb water, as may the
housing 12, so that they expand when in water. There-
fore it may be necessary to preconditioned the housing
12, as well as the first and second layers 19,21, in water
when not in use that is, prior to testing. Testing of mate-
rial having a variety of surface configurations, such as
the riblets, sharkskin, and other materials may be used in
the drag determining apparatus 10.

The method of the present invention can be per-
formed where one layer of material, attached to either
the inner block 14 or the containment wall 23, has a
smooth surface configuration. The other layer of mate-
rial would then have a surface configuration to be
tested. In addition, the present invention can be de-
signed so that the inner block 14 is rotated instead of the
housing 12 to put the first layer of material 19 in motion
with respect to the second layer of material 21.

Finally, although the opposite ends of each riblet 84
are described as being aligned, it is possible for the ends
to be slightly out of alignment so that the riblets 84 are
at a slight angle to the flow of water.

Although the present invention has been described
with reference to preferred embodiments, workers
skilled in the art will recognize that changes may be
made in form and detail without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A method used to determine the effect of the sur-
face configuration of an outer surface of an object on
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the drag of the object in a fluid, the method comprising

the steps of:

providing a housing having a chamber and a block in
the chamber spaced from walls of the chamber;

filling a space between an inner surface of the housing 3
and an outer surface of the block with a fluid;

providing a layer of material having a desired surface
configuration on at least one of the inner surface of
the housing and the outer surface of the block;

rotating one of the housing and the block while the
other of the housing and the biock remains substan-
tially stationary so that the inner surface of the
housing moves relative to the outer syrface of the
block; and

measuring the magnitude of the torque exerted on the
stationary one of the housing and the block during
the rotation step.

2. The method according to claim 1 including the step

of comparing the magnitude of the torque measured

when at least one of the layers of material provided has

a different surface configuration from the desired sur-

face configuration.

3. The method according to claim 1 mcludmg the step
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tude of the torque in the measuring step.
4. The method according to claim 1 including the step

of providing a sensor for measuring the rate of rotation

of the one of the housing and the block that is rotated

during the rotating step.

§. The method according to claim 1 including the step

of providing a temperature probe for monitoring the

temperature of the fluid during the rotating step.

6. An apparatus for determining the effect of a layer

of material having a desired surface configuration and

attached to a surface of an object on the drag of the
object in a fluid, the apparatus comprising:

a housing havmg a wall forming a housing chamber,
wherein an inner surface of the housing is capable
of having a layer of material attached thereto;

a block in the housing chamber spaced from the wall
of the housing so that there is a space between the
inner surface of the housing and a facing outer
surface of the block, wherein the outer surface of 45
the block is capable of having a layer of material
attached thereto;
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a fluid filling the space between the wall of the hous-

ing and the block;

rotating means for rotating one of the housing and the

block so that the inner surface of the housing is put
in motion relative to the outer surface of the block;
torque measuring means for measuring the magnitude
of torque exerted on the one of the housing and the
block that is not rotated by the rotating means; and
a layer of material having a desired surface configura-
tion removable attached to at least one of the outer
surface of the block and the inner surface of the
housing.

7. The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein the
layer of material has a surface configuration comprising
a series of parallel, elongated riblets.

8. The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein the
space between the inner surface of the housing and the
outer surface of the block is filled with the fluid.

9. The apparatus according to claim 8 wherein a
temperature probe is used to monitor the temperature of
the fluid.

10. The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein the
block is suspended int he housing chamber by a sus-
pending rod which extends through an opening in an
upper end of the housing.

11. The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein the
block has the general shape of a cylinder.

12. The apparatus according to claim 11 wherein the
housing has the general shape of a hollow cylinder and
is concentric with the block.

13. The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein the
rotating means comprises a motor having a drive shaft.

14. The apparatus according to claim 13 wherein a
first end of the drive shaft is attached to a lower end of
the housing.

15. The apparatus according to claim 13 wherein a
first end of the drive shaft is attached to an upper end of
the block.

" 16. The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein the
torque measuring means comprises a torquemeter con-
nected to the one of the housing and the block that is
not being rotated.

17. The apparatus according to claim 6 wherein a
rotation sensor is used to monitor the rate of rotation of
the one of the housing and the block that is being ro-

tated.
* * * * *



